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WADS ARE BACK. 
After two years WADS are back, it’s 
been a while since our last 
newsletter, so here is a quick update. 
Our AGM in March was well 
attended with over 30 members. 
There was one change to the 
committee, Annie Houghton stood 
down and was replaced by Sally 
Boulton. Annie will continue our 
relationship with SDAC and, of 
course, make up for our productions. 
Julie Tushingham unveiled the 
committees plans on how to move 
WADS forward to increase 
membership, funds etc. 
All our plans for our Centenary year 
had to be abandoned, but we  
commemorated our 100 years with  
a magnificent plaque at the Hall with 
a ceremony attended by eighty 
members and friends of WADS. 
Our spring production of Alan 
Bennetts play PEOPLE relaunched 
WADS, and was received with great 
acclaim by big audiences. Thank you 
to Sandra Barfield who directed, and 
to cast and all involved. A big 
welcome to the new members. 
Our Christmas Pantomime, Dick 
Whittington, to be directed by Sally 
Boulton. Auditions later this month. 
We had to cancel our Centenary Ball, 
but kindly Ashton and Mark are 
throwing open the gardens of Lewins 
on Saturday, 6th August for the 
WADS’ Summer Social. 
28th October WADS are holding 
another Quiz Night with a Halloween 
theme. 
We are already discussing next years 
productions and planning our social 
events. 
Financially, after two years with no 
income, we are struggling, so if you 
have not yet done so PLEASE 
RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 

Jeff Adams
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People brings the house down! 
WADS returned to the stage in May with 
our first production in over two years. Alan 
Bennett’s comedy, People, went down a 

storm with audiences over four night. 
Good audiences, two new members in the 
cast, wonderful performances and a tour 
de force from the two leading ladies; live 
theatre has returned to Westerham!

Ashton Taylor Smith, Julie Tushingham, Liz McCreadie, Mark Mountjoy, Roger Williams, Paul Bowen, Cheryl Fraser

Audition Notice 
for our Pantomime 

Dick 
Whittington 

by Norman Robins  

26th Nov - 3rd Dec 2022 
7 Performances 

Directed by Sally Boulton 
Auditions will be held on: 

Sunday, 17th July - 10:30am 
Tuesday, 19th July - 8:00pm 

The Front Meeting Room 
Westerham Hall, Quebec Av. 

Contact for information:  
Judy Duffield 01959-565178 or 
membership@wads-web.net 

Characters: 

Fairy Bow-bells - the archetypal 
pantomime fairy 

King/Queen Rat - the evil villain, male or 
female 

Alderman Fitzwarren - a wealthy 
merchant 

Alice Fitzwarren (Principal Girl) - his 
daughter 

Sarah, the Cook (The Dame) 

Idle Jack - her son 

Dick Whittington (Principal Boy) 

Tommy - the cat 

Captain Port - Captain of Fitzwarren’s 
ship 

First Mate Starboard - Crew on 
Fitzwarren’s ship 

Sultana/Sultan Bunn - male or female 
Ruler of Morocco 

Zubediah - her favourite slave 

Chorus - a vast chorus of Citizens (some 
with small speaking roles) Fairies, Dancing 
girls and boys, sailors, slaves,  

Junior Chorus of Rats, Fairies, Babes  

Sally Boulton has worked her magic on the 
Norman Robins original script, weaving all 
the local-interest humour and naughtiness 
into the traditional pantomime story of Dick 
Whittington and his cat making a show 
worthy of the first WADS' Post-Pandemic 
Panto. 

Auditions are open to all members, old and 
new alike, and even prospective! Please let 
us know if you will be attending the 
audition and which of the two days you will 
come to, the Sunday morning or 
the Tuesday evening. 

If you can't make the auditions 
and wish to be involved PLEASE 
let us know so we can include you 
in the process. 

If you any questions please contact 
Judy Duffield as detailed above.  

We look forward to seeing 
you at the auditions!
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WADS 
Centenary Chicken 
This is such an easy receipt, and a 
delicious updated version of Coronation 
Chicken. Once made, it can provide lunch 
for six, with a side salad, and new 
potatoes, or an excellent sandwich filling 
for summer picnics. The dish is better 
made the day before, to give time for the 
spices to enthuse.  

Roast one medium chicken. Once cool, 
strip all the meat from the chicken, and set 
aside. 

In a large bowl put 

One tbsp of Curry powder, or Garam 
Masala. This can be adjusted for taste, 
depending upon how spicy you prefer.  

One heap tsp of ground Turmeric. 

One heap tsp of Tarragon  

One level tsp of Paprika 

To the dry ingredients, add two tbsp of 
olive oil, and mix well to form a loose 
paste. Place in the microwave on medium 
power for 30/60 sec, depending upon the 
power. This will warm, so activate the 
spices. 

To this add one heap tsp of Rose Harissa, 
that wonderful fragrant Middle Eastern 
spice. The Harissa makes all the difference 
to this dish, so worth searching it out in the 
supermarket. Waitrose stocks it.  

Add four large heaped tbsp of Hellmans 
mayonnaise. You can add more 
mayonnaise depending on the amount of 
chicken you are using  

Mix in one generous tbsp of good quality 
Mango Chutney. The Geeta’s brand is 
excellent 

Chop up two sticks of celery, for added 
crunch. and some finely chopped parsley, 
if desired. Season with freshly ground 
black pepper. 

Dice your chicken to bite size pieces, 
depending upon sandwich or salad use, 
and mix into your spicy sauce.  

I do not to use the skin of the chicken, 
within the dish, preferring to cut into strips, 
and heat in the oven until crisp, then 
sprinkling on top of the dish, just before 
serving, to give a savoury crunch. 
Pomegranate seeds work well to, and look 
very pretty.  

The Thespian Chef

The Centenary 
Plaque 

Having had all but one of our planned 
Centenary celebrations postponed or 
cancelled due to the pandemic it was a 
great joy to finally be able to mark the 
occasion with the installation and unveiling 
of our spectacular commemorative 
plaque.  

As previously reported, this plaque, now 
installed in pride of place on the front of the 
Westerham Hall, with its own spotlight, 
was created by the mosaic artist Oliver 
Budd and donated by the Taylor Smith 
family in memory of their mother, Joy who 
was a longstanding and very active 
member of WADS both acting and 
directing. 

On Saturday 26th March almost 100 
members and friends gathered at the front 
of the Hall to witness the unveiling of the 
plaque, which had been installed the 
previous day. The unveiling was done by 
our President, Ashton Taylor Smith and 
long-standing WADS’ member Marianne 
Creedy, who celebrated her 100th birthday 
in June this year.  

 

Everyone attending were invited into the 
Hall to celebrate with a wonderful tea along 
with sandwiches and cakes.The recipe for 
one of the much commented on sandwich 
filling, Centenary Chicken, appears here. 
The Hall we decorated with a great 
number of the WADS archive poster 
boards for productions across the decade 
from the 1920s to the present day. We 
were also treated to a screening of the 
wonderful archive photograph slide show 
created by Jess Humphries, Judy 
Duffield’s daughter. 

All-in-all it was a marvelous day and a 
fitting and lasting tribute to one of the 
oldest societies in Westerham. 

Katherine Calvocoressi & Marianne Creedy

Marianne Creedy & Ashton Taylor Smith
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Dick Whittington 
Where Panto and history collide! 

It’s over 3 years since WADS put 
on a panto, but we are 

back to boo, hiss, 
laugh and shout “He’s 

behind you!”. WADS 
autumn production this year is 

the traditional Pantomime Dick 
Whittington, directed 

by me, Sally Boulton. 

Dick Whittington is 
unique as it is the only 
pantomime based on 

a real-life character, Richard Whittington, 
who lived from 1354 - 1423. He was an 
English Merchant who became Lord Mayor 
of London, 3 times! 

Although there are elements of the real-life 
story running through the pantomime, it is 
much more of a rags to riches story 
following what became the traditional 
pantomime plot. The play, on which the 
pantomime was based, boasted the first 
ever Dame performance. In 1731 the play 
was performed at Southwark Fair, but this 

time a man, named Harper, played the role 
of the female Cook. This character has 
entered the Whittington legend. The first 
recorded Pantomime was in 1814, with 
Joseph Grimaldi, the greatest pantomime 
clown, playing the “Dame” role of Cecily 
Suet. 

Our story follows a poor orphan, Dick, and 
his fellow companion, Tom the cat, as they 
go to seek their fortune in London where 
the streets are supposedly paved with 
Gold. 

In London Dick finds work, and love, at the 
House of Alderman Fitzwarren, his 
daughter Alice, their cook Sarah and her 
son Idle Jack. Unfortunately, things go 

wrong thanks to 
the meddling of 
King Rat, and Dick 
soon finds himself 
jobless again 
heading back 
home. He reaches 
Highgate Hill 
where he hears 
the Bow Bells 
prophesying his 
fortune. He and 
Tom return to 
London and join a ship’s crew sailing on 
Alderman Fitzwarren’s merchant ship to 
Morocco. The ship sinks and the crew are 
washed ashore. They find themselves in 
the Palace of the Sultana, it is discovered 
that the Palace is overrun with Rats. Tom 
being an excellent ratter, rids them of the 
rats and in return the Sultana bestows 
great wealth on Dick. They return home, 
and Dick and Alice marry. 

The pantomime provides plenty of roles for 
all ages. 

I promise it will be great fun! 

Sally Boulton 

The Summer Social 
Saturday, 6th August 7:30pm 
Members and friends are cordially invited 
to join us on Saturday 6th August at 
Lewins for the WADS’ Summer Social. The 
cost will be £10 per head which covers 
drinks and we ask everyone to bring a 
party dish of their choosing to donate to 
the buffet table. 

The Halloween Quiz 
Friday, 28th October 8:00pm 
Quiz masters: 
Amanda Jones & Nick Randall 

The WADS’ formidable Quiz Masters 
return once more to give you a fun evening 
comprising eight rounds of questions with 
a hot supper served in the interval between 
round 4 and 5. Rube and Karen will ensure 
there is a well stocked bar to provide 
inspiration throughout. 

This time the Quiz has a Halloween theme, 
adding the opportunity to dust off those 
outrageous halloween costumes that have 
been hiding in the darker recesses of your 
wardrobes! 

Teams of 6 to 8 work best so gather 
friends and family together and join us for 
a fun spookey Halloween evening of wide 
ranging questions and outrageous 
costumes. 

Tickets are £15 per head to include the hot 
supper.  

If you wish to book now email 
membership@wads-web.net

Neil Simon’s female version of 
The Odd Couple 
Directed by Ghislaine Bowden 

In 1985, Neil Simon revised The Odd 
Couple for a female cast. The female 
version was based on the same story line 
and same lead characters, now called 
Florence Ungar and Olive Madison. The 
poker game became Trivial Pursuit with 
their friends becoming the girlfriends: 
Mikey, Sylvie, Vera, and Renee. The 
English-born Pigeon sisters became the 
Spanish-born Costazuela brothers, 
Manolo and Jesus. 

We are delighted Ghislaine has offered to 
direct this show for our May Production in 
2023. Performance dates will be 3rd-6th 
May 2023 with auditions taking place in 
January. 

To test the water and generate some 
enthusiasm for this project Ghislaine 
wishes to hold a reading of the play this 
summer. The cast comprises 6 women 
and 2 men. The characters are: 

Olive Madison 
& Florence Ungar - flat mates 

Manolo & Jesus Costazuela - the boys 

Sylvie, Mickey, Renee, Vera - girl friends 

Please come along to read and also to 
support and enjoy an evening of Neil 
Simon’s excellent comic writing. 

The Play reading will take place at 

Rustlings 
Goodley Stock Road,TN8 6TA 

 7:30pm 
Tuesday, 9th August 

 
The Committee of WADS 

request the pleasure of your company 

on 

Saturday, 6th August 
at Lewins, Crockham Hill, TN8 6RB 

for Drinks & Buffet 
7:30pm 

RSVP £10 
membership@wads-web.net 
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Membership! 
According to the Cambridge English 
Dictionary, membership can be defined as 
‘the state of belonging to an organisation’ 
or the Oxford English Dictionary refers to a 
‘person belonging to a society’ (amongst 
many other things) but you get the gist. A 
society is much more than this bland 
definition, does not exist without members 
and this is why we are really trying hard to 
recruit new followers and also to re-
engage with our past WADS friends. 

At our recent AGM, it was great to see new 
faces and thank you for coming!  Mark 
Mountjoy, our Treasurer didn’t pull any 
punches when he described our current 
financial position. Even pre-pandemic we 
were having a tough time recruiting active 
members and the dreaded Covid just 
compounded the difficulties.  

Just to put you in the picture, we have a 
core of really diligent people who are 
passionate about WADS and will fight to 
ensure its survival but it would be so much 
easier and much more fun if we could 
encourage a wider team to join with us and 
spread the load.  

Julie Tushingham has focussed the 
committee on our Strategic plan and how 
we can enable the society to move things 

forward. We have recently had some 
excellent social media training, courtesy of 
Westerham Town Council in the person of 
Siobhan Hobson which was a very 
interesting session and we are hoping to 
arrange a follow up meeting very soon. 

Who knew Instagram was so clever!! It 
was all a bit of a revelation to me! 

At the AGM Ashton shared the exciting 
news of the beautiful plaque that he 
designed and has been created by Oliver 
Budd which will commemorate 100 years 
of this amazing Society. This will be 
positioned loud and proud outside the hall 
in order to celebrate what we have 
achieved over the past 10 decades.  

We have accomplished so much as a 
society. 

But… 

We need members and subscriptions 
need paying.  

We have to keep solvent in order to put on 
the amazing productions that we have 
achieved in the past and we are proud of 
the fact that we are able to deliver work of 
a very high standard. We are an 
aspirational society and it has been great 
to watch people grow in their roles, 
whether its on stage, sorting out lighting, 

creating wonderful costumes and 
providing inspirational sets for the acting 
team to work with or, very importantly, 
managing the bar amongst a myriad of 
other jobs that need doing when we are in 
a ‘run’. We need directors, producers and 
what I consider to be supremely important 
for the future of WADS, leaders of a youth 
group. The latter has been challenged by 
bureaucracy and I fully understand why, 
but we can do it!  

And we need your contributions to this 
publication. I know there are some very 
interesting stories out there to be shared! 

So, we realize you have much to give. 
Amateur dramatics is a wonderful world to 
be part of and we, as a committee are 
ready to take on whatever suggestions or 
help you can give. WADS is a great society 
to be a member of so let’s do this! We have 
created some truly wonderful shows in the 
past and with your involvement, there is so 
much more to come.  

Let’s be proud of ‘belonging to a society’!  

We at WADS, know it’s more than this. 

Judy Duffield 

If you do have any questions about 
membership, please contact me at 
membership@wads-web.net 

People 
Photographs showing the cast enjoying the comic highlight of 
our May production. Alan Bennett’s People was an excellent 
way to show WADS are back and well worth every penny to 
come and watch live theatre in Westerham. Ashton Taylor Smith 
and the strong set construction team created a completely 
believable stately home on the Westerham stage, on which 
Sandra Barfield’s excellent cast brought the comedy, pathos 
and emotion to life. We were delighted to welcome two new 
members to the cast, Richard Moore and Rachel Dresner.


