
Contacts 

Fellow members, 

2023 sees WADS starting the year 
with a Big Bang. 

In October last year we had another 
quiz night that was very well 
attended, and thanks to Amanda 
Jones and Nick Randall our quiz 
masters, a challenging evening was 
had by all. It was an entertaining 
evening which also swelled WADS 
depleted coffers. 

The year ended with our super family 
Panto Dick Whittington and his Cat, 
Directed by Sally Boulton. A large 
cast joined this year by several new 
members both on stage and back 
stage. The panto sold extremely well 
and helps put the WADS’ finances 
back in a stronger position. 

Looking ahead our Spring 
production this year coincides with 
the King’s Coronation in May. Ashton 
Taylor Smith has found the perfect 
play - Coronation Fever, written by 
Vince Jones. The final night is on the 
6th May, which is the actual 
Coronation Day itself, and WADS 
plan a very special evening so that 
we can all be part of that big day. 

The AGM has been set for 
Wednesday 22nd March, again more 
later, but please do come along as 
we will announce the rest of the 
years programme.  

And finally, Mark Mountjoy, our long 
serving Hon. Treasurer, has been 
honoured in the King’s New Years 
Honours List. Mark has been 
awarded the British Empire Medal in 
recognition for his work for the 
Community of Westerham. Well 
done and well deserved... 

And please don’t forget, your Annual 
SUBSCRIPTIONS are due by the 
end of January. Please help us to 
make sure they are in on time. 

Jeff Adams
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Coronation 
Fever 
by Vince Jones 

Adapted by Ashton Taylor Smith  

3rd May - 6th May 2023 
Directed by 

Ashton Taylor Smith and Jeff Adams 

Cast 
Nick Randall, Sally Boulton, Gillian Tunna, 
Lucy Barrow, Aaron Fraser, Cheryl Fraser, 
Paul Bowen, Roger Williams, Judy Duffield. 

Our spring show this year will be the aptly 
chosen Coronation Fever by Vince Jones. 
As everyone will know the coronation of 
King Charles III has been set to take place 
on Saturday 6th May - and as all members 
of WADS will know, this is the last night of 
our spring show! 

The committee discussed the implication of 
this apparent clash of dates and agreed 
that, with the choice of such a suitably 
appropriate comedy, it will be seen as part 
of the country’s celebrations of this great 
event and we should treat it as something 
special with a gala final performance on the 
saturday night. 

Coronation Fever is a delightful comedy, by 
Vince Jones, and tells the story of a rural 
village planning their celebrations to mark 
the 1953 coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 
Set in the local village hall the group of 
wonderful local characters discuss their 
plans, vi for their own ideas to prevail, air 
long standing grievances and hidden 
passions - all very "Vicar of Dibley"!  

As our performance week is the week of 
King Charles III coronation we plan to make 
the Saturday night, the day of the 
coronation itself, a special gala evening, 
possibly serving food with an expanded 
after party.

The cast taking a well deserved curtain call at the end of the first performance. (Photo Steve Bridges)

The director, Sally, and her cast and crew and 
the wonderful set building team should be 
justifiably proud. We are so pleased to 
welcome new members to the team, Tristan 
Philpot (Dick), Julia Smeddle (Fairy Bow Bells), 
Gillian Tunna (Sultana), Imogen Brown (Tommy 
the cat) and the return of Jonny Bailey (King 
Rat) and in the tech box we were delighted to 
welcome Chris & James Bechervaise on the 
sound desk. 

Special mention must be made too of the 
superb children who took part, Amber Clark, 
Savannah Clark, Elizabeth Dale, Alice Depresle, 
Grace Douglass, Rebecca Sykes. 

We also want to make a special thank you to 
Paul Bowles and Patrick Tricker for their 
fantastic work painting the scenery. From King 
Rat’s sewer through to Fairy Bowbelles steeple 
it was truly magical.

Dick Whittington 
and his cat 

December 2022 

WADS rounded off 2022 with our traditional 
family panto Dick Whittington. Sally Boulton 
brought together a great cast, welcoming 
several new members to WADS in the 
process. As is traditional for our pantomimes 
we stage a total of seven performances, 
including two matinées, starting on Saturday 
26th November and closing on Saturday 3rd 
December. Relying solely on Flyers, social 
media and an enthusiastic cast and crew we 
garnered a grand total of 663 tickets sold over 
the seven performances. That large number all 
seemed to enjoy the show enormously. Some 
great feedback thorough social media and 
many word of mouth comments all along the 
lines of  “Thank you - that was a great panto, 
really enjoyable.” 



A wonderful occasion to chew over shows 
of old and plan future events after not 
being able to get together socially for 
almost 2 years during the pandemic. 
Those 2 barren years just peeled away. 

The wine and refreshments were plentiful 
and in true WADS style we pitted together 
enough food to feed a small army. Every 
single platter was well received, and it was 
a delight to see. 

As the light faded, we heard from Ashton 
and Mark that this would be the last WADS 
event hosted at Lewins, as the beautiful 
home they have created is going to new 
owners. 
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What a wonderful 
night... 

Lewins, August 6th 2022 
Karen Williams-Holt 

Our thanks to Ashton and Mark for hosting 
this magical evening on this wonderfully 
balmy evening in August. 

A wealth of familiar faces decked the patio 
area and were greeted by the beautiful 
scenes of the waterfall and further afield 
the South Downs – not to mention the 
perfect stripes on the freshly mown lawn. 

Mark de Angeli 
1959 – 2022 

I was sitting in my kitchen recalling all the 
wonderful tributes paid to Mark at the 
recent celebration of his life, which was 
held at the Bluebell Cemetery and my mind 
began to drift back over the decades that I 
knew him and his lovely family. 

Jessica was twelve and Joe was nine 
when they first became involved in Young 
WADS (as they are both now over forty, it’s 
been a long time) and when we first met 
Mark. He was directing a pantomime – we 
think it was ‘The Pied Piper.’ Joe was 
being used in true chimney sweep fashion 
being crammed into small spaces in the 
old hall, with bits of wire under the 
supervision of Mark Mountjoy and Jessica 
was on stage braving Mark de Angeli’s 

‘enthusiastic’ directions, alongside many 
other young people. He was impatient, 
grumpy and rude but he got the very best 
out of the youngsters and they all loved 
being involved with him. Youth work was 
always very close to his heart. Joe recalled 
his honesty, and his total inability to hold 
back on things. The image of Mark pacing 
around outside with an ever present roll up 
(at the time) and his trusty green Citroen 
Berlingo are remembered by Joe with 
great fondness 

I was always aware of Mark’s presence 
and his enthusiasm; all challenges were 
met head on. The Hall quiz nights he ran 
were legendary and on occasions 
controversial, but you just try disagreeing 
with him! It was all part of the fun and 
clearly not forgotten by those who 
attended. One quiz was very specifically 
aimed at the world of theatre and this 
focus seemed to upset some, despite the 
fact it was a quiz run for WADS. As you 
might imagine, he had suitably pithy 
responses for those who complained. 

If something had to be challenged, he 
rarely held back whether it was his dislike 
of the choices of scripts or simply the lights 
in my kitchen ceiling which he declared 
were ‘too hot’. Naturally, I changed them! 

To say he was proud of his family is an 
understatement. He simply adored Toby 
and Fliss who both made me laugh as 

much as their dad did. They both inherited 
their father’s love of theatre, Fliss making 
her stage debut as a tiny fairy and 
subsequently writing and directing a 
wonderful play for the Youth Group along 
side Meg White. Toby ran some 
wonderfully creative workshops with the 
youngsters which culminated in a play 
written by the children and performed for 
parents and guests. (My more vivid 
memories of Toby were actually when he 
would unpeel himself from various settees, 
rubbing his head in amazement that the 
world was still there.)  

And Kate is a legend! 

Yes, Mark could be curmudgeonly and at 
times exasperating but anyone who has 
met Mark would never forget him. The 
plays, the parties and the arguments but 
most of all the pleasure he brought to the 
society. I can still hear him chuckle when 
he had said or done something ‘naughty.’  

But of course, how could I forget the post 
production bacon sandwiches! When we 
were struggling to remove all evidence of a 
show on a Sunday morning and the going 
was tough, Mark and his supplies would 
light up the hall, everything would stop and 
after sustenance we would tackle the ‘get 
out’ with renewed energy. Pure magic. 

But just thanks for everything Mark. We will 
miss you.  Judy Duffield

The WADS finery came out, with 
gentlemen donning sports jackets and the 
ladies looking fit for a day out at Ascot. 
And of course, we were blessed with 
superb and fitting weather. 
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Sheila James 
1923 - 2022 

I felt that I had known Sheila for many, 
many years. She was a true stalwart of 
WADS, both on and off the stage.  We first 
met when she was cast in a wonderful play 
by Noel Coward called ‘Waiting in the 
Wings’. This was a great showcase for a 
lovely, more mature cast and was in fact 
our last play in the ’old hall’ on the London 
Road site in Westerham before we were 
re-housed in our current hall. Times were 
very different then and there are many 
stories attached to those premises, 
ranging from rats (real ones – none of your 
panto stuff) to remarkable damp and the 
infamous tiered seating (intentional). I 
could go on. I was only part of the 

audience at that point but what a show. 
Our ladies were brilliant and it seemed that 
Noel Coward must have written this just for 
them and everyone enjoyed working with 
this gentle, charming and generous new 
member.  

I first acted alongside Sheila when we 
worked together in a review called ‘Will the 
Real Mrs Danvers….’, back in 2001.This 
hastily put together show was billed as ’A 
Comedy Review with Supper’, huge fun 
and very successful! Sheila and I were 
shop assistants in a wool shop, just a short 
piece, but her comic timing was great and 
she guided me through my lines with great 
generosity. (As did Liz McCreadie and 
Ghislaine Bowden in a following sketch in 
the same production which was about a 
health spa. This entailed us wearing very 
carefully draped towels. Liz and I still have 
nightmares about them slipping off to this 
day!) 

But I think the best memories of Sheila that 
many of us have was when she played the 
part of Abby Brewster in ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ with the late Maureen Foster who 
played her sister. These two gentle and 
charming old ladies took to poisoning their 
orphan lodgers in order to save them from 
the realities of the harsh world and Sheila 
was perfect in this role. Also, her creative 
use of the prompt corner was legendary – 
one of the funniest moments in the play 

WADS 
HALLOWEEN 
QUIZ NIGHT! 
Judy Duffield 

Back in October 2020, WADS put on one 
of its famous Quiz Nights. These are 
always huge fun and this one did not 
disappoint. We are very lucky to have our 
very own Quiz Leaders, Nick and Amanda 
who always amaze us with their 
wonderfully diverse and challenging 
questions – not so challenging that we 
can’t get some right! My team got very 
loud and excited at times and like 
everybody else, we thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves. The theme of the night was 
Halloween and there were some great 
costumes! Spooks and ghouls drifted 
around the hall with the odd (very odd!) 
wizard and witch, combining together to 
create a great atmosphere. The bar staff 
(Karen and Rubes) looked particularly 
pasty!! 

We also had a fabulous supper which was 
expertly distributed by Ashton and Mark, 
with a couple of us wielding ladles. Not a 
‘filet of a fenny snake’ in sight though, nor 
‘eye of newt and toe of frog’. Altogether it 
was a great evening – but WADS quizzes 
always are! Thanks to everyone who 
organised this and especially to those of 
you who came and took part. Keep a look 
out for the next one!  

when she asked them, in the middle of a 
performance, to speak up because she 
couldn’t hear them and she did so with 
such grace. 

I recall singing, dancing and crying along 
with Sheila and the rest of the cast in ‘Oh 
What a Lovely War’. This was an epic 
production under the direction of Roger 
Stiles and Sheila involved herself in all the 
demands made of her, from being an end 
of the pier Pierrot to a nurse supporting the 
soldiers. Sheila was always ready to turn 
her hand to anything. 

Even when she called it a day with 
performance, Sheila and Ted could be 
seen in the audiences, supporting 
something they truly enjoyed and valued, 
in whatever way they could. She also 
always wanted up to date information 
about our own families and I spent many 
happy times in the Co-op with her, by the 
vegetables, exchanging our news with her 
trusty sports car parked outside, ready to 
whisk her up to her home in Hosey Hill. 

Sheila was one of those very special 
people who it was a pleasure and a joy to 
know.  It was a good day when Sheila and 
Ted moved to Westerham and many local 
organisations were the richer for their 
presence. Especially WADS. Thank you 
Sheila, for some lovely memories. 

Judy Duffield 

from Page 2 

Thank you both from us all for reminding 
us just what being part of this AmDram 
society means. And we look forward to 
seeing you at your new home soon! 

Oh No I Didn’t …  
...ever think I’d be involved in Pantomime 
with lines to learn and a wand to wave … 
but Oh Yes I am! 

Having seen the WADS Production of 
People earlier in the year I felt this was 
something I’d like to try. I haven’t done 
anything theatrical or stagey apart from 
being a Womble when I was about 10 and 
a couple of Ballet Exams. 

On a very hot July evening and feeling 
unsure and unconfident I turned up for the 
auditions. The WADS team were great, 
they put me at ease and made me feel very 
welcome, that helped me believe I can do 
this. I was given the Fairy role to read and 
as I went on and became more confident I 
could imagine being that Fairy.  Thankfully, 
our Director, Sally Boulton, believes that 
Fairies don’t age!!! 

I subsequently heard I’d got the part of 
Fairy Bow Bells. I was beyond happy and 
excited. It’s caused a lot of amusement 
among my family and friends. Several have 
been heard to say ‘great casting’.  

The whole experience has been magical. 
I’ve met a talented and committed group 
of people who work really hard putting 
these wonderful shows together for us all 
to enjoy.  A huge thank you for making me 
feel so welcome, I am loving being part of 
Dick Whittington & His Cat and now it’s 
time to spread magic & sparkle.  

...Oh yes it is!  
Julia Smeddle
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